COALITION LETTER REGARDING 
HARMFUL DOMESTIC VIOLENCE PROGRAMS
RE: Domestic Violence Programs are Hurting Women and Families
Dear Senators Biden, Specter, and Hatch:
Each year the federal government spends $1 billion for the Violence Against Women Act and other programs designed to stop domestic violence. But these programs have become hijacked by a radical gender ideology that spreads half-truths which end up hurting women and weakening families. The domestic violence industry now has a virtual lock on VAWA monies and refuses to become accountable. 
Department of Justice officials freely acknowledge these programs have been ineffective in stopping abuse:
· “My perspective is someone who was a domestic-violence and sexual-assault prosecutor for 14 years, and I worked in a women’s shelter one night a week. The experience for those people is that it [domestic violence] has not gone down.” -- Cindy Dyer, Director, Office on Violence Against Women
· “We have no evidence to date that VAWA has led to a decrease in the overall levels of violence against women.” -- Angela Moore Parmley, PhD, National Institute of Justice
The Violence Against Women Act has proven to be harmful in 8 ways:

1. Aggressive law enforcement strategies turn every marital tiff into an excuse for police intervention into the private affairs of families. Partner reconciliation is thwarted. Abuse shelters have become one-stop divorce shops. 
“The growing criminal law use of protection orders … is a form of state-imposed de facto divorce.” – Harvard Law professor Jeannie Suk

“Unfortunately, when state power has been invited into, or forced into, the lives of individuals, it often takes over.”-- Ms. Foundation for Women
2. Family break-up forces children into single-parent households. That places children at greater risk of a broad range of social pathologies such as juvenile delinquency and teenage pregnancy.

Over the past decade, American taxpayers have paid over $1 trillion as a result of family fragmentation, according to a recent report from the Institute for American Values 
3. Battered women often complain that abuse shelters treat them far worse than their abusers did. These women allege forced menial labor, emotional harassment, and lesbian sexual advances.

“I never heard a facilitator encourage a woman to heal and move on with her life. They encouraged women to stay stuck in the victim mentality.”-- Nev Moore, former client of Independence House, Hyannis, Mass.
4. VAWA-funded programs refuse to provide counseling or drug treatment services to abusive women.
Susan contacted a local shelter to overcome her violent impulses. But instead of providing counseling, the shelter called the police to detain her husband for an assault that never occurred. “These people have no idea of the damage they have done. I compare it to someone coming into your home and ransacking it.” 
5. VAWA pushes states to enact mandatory and pro-arrest laws that ignore victim preferences. A recent Harvard University study reported that mandatory arrest laws increased subsequent partner homicides by 54%.
“I never felt like a victim until I dealt with the police.” – Laura P., domestic violence victim, Sacramento, Calif.
6. Many jurisdictions have implemented “no-drop” prosecution policies that flatly ignore the wishes of women. Sometimes prosecutors have threatened women who won’t testify with jail time or loss of their children. 
A county prosecutor in California incarcerated a woman for 8 days for refusing to testify. The woman later won a $125,000 settlement for false imprisonment.
7. Domestic violence and sexual assault laws vitiate the presumption of innocence. Even if the accused is found innocent, the stigma of the accusation lingers.

”Since my son’s ‘not guilty’ verdict, he has been told he will not be allowed to stay until his ETS on July 12. He is being sent home before his Top Secret-Sensitive Compartmented Information clearance can be untagged… My son is the true victim here.” – Deborah Kelling, Greensboro, N.C.
8. The Violence Against Women Act opens the floodgates to illegal immigrants who claim to be a victim of abuse, allowing them to get work permits and U.S. citizenship. This serves as an inducement to make false accusations.
”Thanks to our VAWA laws… a law-abiding American citizen can be left penniless.” – Sean Moffett, St. Paul, Minn.

We strongly support programs that are effective in reducing partner violence. But it is clear that our current approach represents a cruel betrayal of women, men, and children. 
We understand that the 2010 renewal of the Violence Against Women Act currently is being drafted. Therefore we urge that the new VAWA be based on these principles:
1. Intact families represent the safest place for couples and their children. Families should be preserved whenever possible.
2. Policies should be based on sound science, not ideology.

3. Infrequent, minor abuse should be treated differently than chronic, severe violence.

4. Victims’ preferences and wishes should be respected.

5. Counseling and substance abuse programs should be culturally-sensitive.

6. Abusive women and their victims should not be ignored. 
7. Laws that bar discrimination and false allegations should be enforced.
8. Law enforcement efforts should focus on provable physical violence, not allegations of emotional abuse.
9. Competitive bidding should be mandated and programs made accountable. 

10. Law enforcement personnel, prosecutors, and judges should not be handcuffed by rigid, mandatory policies.

Programs and services based on these 10 principles will be successful in curbing intimate partner violence. We look forward to working with you to make our families safe for all.
Sincerely,
(YOUR SIGNATURES HERE)

CONTACT:

Ed Bartlett: 301-670-1964; ebartlett@mediaradar.org 

Phyllis Schlafly: pschlafly@charter.net 
